[bookmark: _GoBack]Ordained to the priesthood in 1964, Fr Neal spent his early years of priesthood  in Scotland before returning home to minister in Derry, at the height of the Troubles.
After a period of prayer and discernment he founded Columba House of Prayer and Reconciliation in Derry, reaching out to prisoners, their families and those in need. The foundational  scripture text for Columba House is
“Listen to the prayer and grant the requests of your servant  Yahweh my God, listen to the cries and to the prayer of your servant in this place. Day and night let your eyes watch over this house, where you have promised your name would be. Hear the prayers of your servant and grant the requests of  your people Israel...listen from your dwelling place in heaven and forgive...”2 Chronicles 6
He felt the Holy Spirit guiding him to found a Basic Christian Community – the Columba Community-  built on the pillars of Prayer, Community, Evangelisation, Reconciliation and Repentance. 
Responding to the promptings of the Holy Spirit Fr Neal and the Community developed St Anthony’s Retreat Centre and have encouraged retreatants to pray the text, 
“You have only to be still and God will do the fighting for you.”   Exodus 14:14
Over the years people needing help with addiction came to all the centres and Fr Neal discerned that the Lord was calling the Community to work in this area. In 2001 White Oaks Rehabilitation Centre was opened offering residential help to people who are addicted to alcohol, drugs and gambling. Fr Neal passionately believed in the great love of God for each one of us particularly in our times of weakness and in His unending mercy and compassion, themes he explored with the residents. He once wrote,
“As time passed a profound but simple truth became more and more apparent. That is, that the entire biblical story is one of God’s strength and power being manifest in the weakness of people who believed in Him, and waited upon Him.”
For many years Fr Neal dreamed of a Celtic Prayer Garden dedicated to, the Irish saints, men and women who knew their need of God and whose love for Him lead them into ordinary and extraordinary acts of service. He described the Iosas Centre and Celtic Prayer Garden  as “the jewel in the crown of all the foundations”. His hope was always that as people walked in the Garden, reflected on the lives of the saints they would be inspired by their charisms and would be lead to serve others.
How do we describe Fr Neal? He was quite simply a man who loved God and people. He was a listener, blessed by the Spirit with gifts of wisdom and insight. He had a special concern for the poor and those on the margins and a gift of discernment that allowed him to see into the heart of things. Those who came for prayer for healing met a compassionate, gentle heart. His prophetic leadership inspired so many to see beyond themselves and open up to a world filled with possibilities.
He lived daily the text given to Him by the Lord,
“They....
After a debilitating illness Fr Neal went home to the Lord he loved and served on 6th August 2021 the Feast of the Transfiguration.

May his gentle soul rest in peace.
Some relevant excerpts from his work
“We have to recover our Celtic past- the joy of God, the mystery  that calls us to share the dance which is about being together in communion with every man and woman.
It is not about being the same but daring to be different within the embrace of God.
It is about seeing / experiencing God in all things and joining the great dance of all people and all of creation”
“When we know Jesus, we know the source of Love and love casts out fear. When we know Jesus, we fear nothing as we know we will never walk alone.
Jesus will restore your strength-and bring you healing. He will carry you to shelter. We will find the risen Jesus.
We meet him in the garden of our souls when we are at peace in our own soil-the soil of our being.”
“Our prayer is that the story pf Jesus and the power of the Spirit at work will reveal to you God’s love. May you hear the still small voice amidst the ups and downs and zig zags of your personal journey.”
“May the Holy Spirit that led our Celtic Saints into Europe to spread the good news, put a new hope and light in your life – an awareness that the Lord Jesus goes beside you as you walk along.
Over the years we waited, we prayed, we bult. We also struggled wept and indeed, laughed.
May that something else for you be the fulness that is shared up for us in Heaven.”

